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Students Contribute to Success of  Thank You Event  
Tuesday, April 28, 2009 Donor Appreciation  

 HCC Honors Donors & Supporters 
   An Evening of  Thanks, Recognition and Learning 
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Minerva Colon,  

Patty Bopf 

Eli Garcia 

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ I// ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ά!{Y a9έ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

Night of Celebration & Thanks. One of the many programs represented by five Apopka High School students 

was the newly formed Darter Dollar$ branch of the youth credit union.  These students did a fantastic job!  

They were outgoing and eager to tell the donors about the work they are doing.  They talked knowledgably 

about the credit union, the habit of saving, and the importance of educating their peers about personal fi-

nance.  They fielded questions with confidence and poise.  Youth credit union project coordinator,  Jenny 

¢ǊǳƳǇΣ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅΣ ά{ƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƻǊƪΣ L ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ 

each of them had grown since I began working with them last October.  They have really come a long way 

ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƴΦέ  ¦Ǉƻƴ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ !ǇƻǇƪŀ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǎƻǇƘƻƳƻǊŜ aŀǊƛŀ ¦ǊƛōŜ ŜȄπ

ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘΣ άL ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƛŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘΗέ 
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Michael Vargas wins Sierra Club Trip  
               Hope CommUnity Center Spotlight  

The ESL Cooking Classes 

are in full swing this 

month and they are a 

hit! The students have 

been practicing their 

English conversational 

skills in the kitchen 

through the hands-on 

process of cooking! So far, the students have learned to 

prepare guacamole, homemade pizza, pancakes and 

chocolate chip muffins. In addition to reading the recipes 

and following the steps to make the dishes, some of the 

students have stepped up to show the class in English how 

to make dishes from their own country such as Pupusas (El 

Salvador), Posole Verde (Mexico) and Flautas (Mexico). 

We depend on our volunteers here at HCC to keep 

the program running and the English conversation flowing. 

²Ŝ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ά¢I!bY ¸h¦Ηέ ǘƻ !ƴŀȅŘƛŀ CǳŜƴǘŜǎ 

(Level 3 teacher), and expert conversationalists Linda 

Smith and Jenny Trump. 

                

Thereôs a Whole Lot of Cooking Going On . . . 
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his social skillsτhe is 

definitely an HCC favorite, bringing 

great energy to the center every 

time he walks through the door. 

Asked about his experiences at HCC, 

aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ǎŀƛŘΣ άI// Ƙŀǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŜ ŦŜŜƭ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣ 

ƳŀƪŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΦέ  aƛŎƘŀŜƭ Ƙŀǎ 

also volunteered at HCC, including helping out with child-

care during the parenting classes (he is GREAT with the 

ƪƛŘǎΗύ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ {ƛƴ CǊƻƴǘŜǊŀǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ an-

nual fundraiser.  Michael is very excited about his trip to 

California and finishing high school.  After graduation he 

wants to attend college to study family law. 

    Upcoming Apopka High School Senior, Michael Var-

gas, was recently chosen to go to California to attend a 

Sierra Club Inner City Outings service Trip in July. The 

primary purpose of this service project is to improve 

the health of the forest surrounding the Sierra Club's 

Clair Tappaan and Hutchinson lodges, built in 1934 in 

Tahoe National Forest as a rustic retreat for hikers, ski-

ers, and mountain climbers. 

Michael is an active member of the Hope Community 

Center Youth Group, Sin Fronteras ς Beyond Limits. He 

came to Apopka about five years ago from Puerto Rico 

and entered the 7th grade speaking little English. Since 

then his English has improved dramatically, as  have 

Youth who participated in 

I//Ωǎ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ ά! bƛƎƘǘ 

Honoring Hope and Diver-

ǎƛǘȅέ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎπ

ful fundraising event with a 

ά/ǊŜŀǘŜ ¸ƻǳǊ hǿƴ hǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ  

tƛȊȊŀέ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎπ

tion of volunteer Chef Clay 

Conti.  

Young men and women 

made their own dough and 

chose  food items to deco-

rate and create their heart, 

SpongeBob, and other 

άƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎέ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ǇƛȊπ

zas.  

The evening ended with ice 

cream sundaes and a video of the event highlighting the 

ȅƻǳǘƘ ŘŀƴŎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά{ƛǎǘŜǊ !ŎǘΦέ 
 

  Upcoming ESL Classes  
Summer Semester  
 June 1 ï July 29  

Monday and  Wednesday  
6:30 -8:30 p.m.  

Create Your Own Pizza Celebration 

Pepperoni adorns heart 

Sponge Bob gets pineapple hairdo 

Hands-on Cooks 



Sr. Gail is happy to give Aura Torres, 

ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ I//Ωǎ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ  ŀ 

ŎƘŜŎƪ ŦƻǊ ϷмΣутрΦ  ¢ƻǊǊŜǎΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ 

ǿŀǎ ŘǊŀǿƴ ŀǘ ά! bƛƎƘǘ IƻƴƻǊƛƴƎ 

IƻǇŜ ϧ 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦέ  !ǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

event were over 500 people from 

the community.  We raised $8,500 

for our scholarship & college access 

  Lottery Winner 

Leojshka Almenas, Sophia Trejo, Karina Bermudez, Betty Martinez-Lowry 

(from Disney) , Sr.  Ann Kendrick, and Ivis Rodriguez gladly accept Disney 

Helping Kids Shine Award which recognizes HCC as a premier provider of 

services to Central Florida youth.   A total of $50,000 was given by Disney to 

Hope CommUnity Center ($35,000) and Pennies for Power Credit Union 

Disney Shines Big on Hope CommUnity Center 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ±ŜƴǘǳǊŜ tƘƛƭŀƴǘƘǊƻǇƛǎǘǎΣ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ tƘƛƭŀƴǘƘǊƻǇȅΣ 

meet with Mary Carroll, Ann Kendrick and Grace Gonzales to discuss needs 

of youth at HCC. For two years the philanthropy group has generously sup-

ǇƻǊǘŜŘ I//Ωǎ ±ƻƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ ¸ƻǳǘƘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 

Womenõs Giving Groups Care Deeply  

/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ [ŜŀƎǳŜ  

Jeanne Fortier, and Nancy Nagy 

congratulate Sr. Ann Kendrick and 

Mary Carroll on $25,000 award 

ƘƻƴƻǊƛƴƎ I//Ωǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳπ

munity.   

Sue Goodwin and Linda Cardilli 

present check to HCC representa-

tives for purchase of a new van. 

HCC is grateful for these amazing 

women who have been giving to 

the Central Florida community for 

H   C    C 

!ƴŘ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ά¢ƘŜ {ƛǎǘŜǊ !ŎǘΚέ 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ bŜȄǘΚ  

Golfing with 

ǘƘŜ bǳƴǎΩ DƻƭŦ 

Scramble! 

October 2 



On March 27, 2009, I went gleaning with the youth group, Sin Fronteras 

(Beyond Limits).  My experience gleaning oranges was awesome.  I am not 

ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴ Ŝŀǎȅ ƧƻōΦ bƻ ²ŀȅΗ LǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǊŘΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ǇƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻǊŀƴƎŜǎΣ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ 

about the people that really do the job, and I felt kind of sorry for them.  I also 

thought about the people who were going to receive the fruits of our labor.  We 

collected 1800 pounds of oranges which were going to those in need.  Knowing 

this, made the experience more meaningful. Experiences like this teach me the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Astrid 

Jury listens to Prosecutor, David  

Barragan present case in mock trial. 

On March 

31, I had 

the op-

portunity 

to go to 

Tallahassee to visit the House of Representatives and State Senate. We were 

able to talk to Representatives and Senators about  Kid Care, the Dream Act and 

unemployment issues. I had the greatest experience ever, because I gained so 

much knowledge about the Florida State Capitol and government. Seen here is 

Mayor Richard Crotty and HCC representatives for KIDS DAY in Tallahassee. 

From the desk of  

In March, HCC Youth, AmeriCorps members and staff attended the Annual Conference at UCF 

ƻƴ ά[ŀǘƛƴƻǎ ƛƴ bŜǿ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΥ wŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ŀ 5ƛǾŜǊǎŜ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ 

ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ {ƻŎƛŀƭ ²ƻǊƪ ŀǘ ¦/CΦ  hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘΥ  άaŀƴȅ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŘƛŦπ

ferent countries: Colombia, Honduras, Dominican Republic, Mexico, Venezuela, and others; 

we all come with the same dream for a better life.  Each of us knows about suffering, pain and 

ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜΦέ {ǊΦ !ƴƴ YŜƴŘǊƛŎƪ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ƘŜȅ 

[immigrants] are rich in empathy, compassion, and yearn for a sense of  community.  The pain 

Judges  Jose Rodriquez  
Apopka  High  School Credit Union Members 
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Help Us Get There! 
Specific Ways You Can Help Financially 

Good News  

For Those Who Wait! 
Claudia Zelaya hoped she would be chosen to attend the Florida Youth Leadership Forum.  After completing the appli-

cation and answering the questions, she began the waiting game.  Several weeks passed and still no letter arrived.   

CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ {ǊΦ aŀǳǊŜŜƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŦƻǊ /ƭŀǳŘƛŀ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŀŘΣ  ά/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ /ƭŀǳŘƛŀΗΗ ¸ƻǳ 

have been chosen to participate in the 2009 Youth Leadership ForumΦέ  Claudia will be going to 

Tallahassee from July 22 -26. 

The Florida Youth Leadership Forum (YLF) is an annual career and leadership training program 

that is both educational and motivational. Sponsored by The Able Trust, the YLF brings out-

standing high school juniors and seniors each summer to spend a weekend in Tallahassee 

learning about community and academic resources, disability history, career options and per-

sonal leadership. They take part in social activities which enable them to network, learn from 

each other and build friendships that will last a lifetime.  Hope CommUnity Center is very proud of Claudia. 

100 Girls Spend A Day at Work 
With Special Mentors 

Transporting our youth to their service project sites, educational activities,  cul-

tural events, and even our center, is quite costly.  Here are just a few examples: 

          Yearly gas expense for two vans and other cars is $3,600 

          Monthly  average gas cost is  $300 

          Yearly insurance expense for two vans is $1,600 

          Monthly average insurance cost is $133 

We believe our work with youth is both transformative and critical for creating 

 a better world.  Please help us make a difference by making a donation now. 

What better way for a girl to create a dream for her future than to spend a day shad-

ƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿƘƻ  ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻō ǎƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƪǎ ǎƘŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŘƻΚ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ 

ǿƘŀǘ  млл  ƻŦ I//Ωǎ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƎƛǊƭǎ ŘƛŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ Take Our Daughters to 

Work Day. For the past 10 years, HCC has been recruiting girls and women to partici-

pate in the mutually rewarding event.  Professional women from all over the Orlando 

metro area ς attorneys, judges, journalists, a dentist, elected officials, teachers, artists, 

a Disney executive, insurance brokers ς to name just a  few, spent  the day inspiring 

girls to dream big and to work hard to make their dreams come true. 

And...from what we hear, many of the women were very inspired by the girls who 

shadowed them! 

These young women were 

treated to a gala luncheon 

celebration of Law Day held 

at Church Street Station  

Ballroom. The event was 

sponsored by the Orange 

County Bar Association. 


